[Intra-epithelial neoplasia of the vulva and smoking].
VIN III etiology is multifactorial with a predominant role held by human papillomavirus infections, especially infections with HPV type 16. Other cofactors are also involved. We reviewed our patients presenting with VIN III, focusing our attention on smoking. Out of 37 patients 29 (78%) were smokers and among those who presented with a relapse after treatment (11 patients) all were smokers. We discuss mechanisms by which tobacco could act as a cofactor in VIN III.